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Advocacy Update—September 7, 2011

Currently, there are 19 cosponsors of H.R. 1700. Florida and Texas lead the states with three cosponsors 
each. The AMA continues to encourage members of Congress to cosponsor the bills and appreciates the 
outstanding efforts of state medical associations that have done the same. Learn more about the bills 
and access links to grassroots email alerts.

CMS to require Medicare enrollment revalidation by March 2013
On Aug. 10, CMS announced that it will require all providers and suppliers enrolled in Medicare prior 
to March 25, 2011, to revalidate their enrollment in Medicare. This action is being taken in an effort 
to comply with new risk-screening criteria aimed at reducing fraud and abuse in the Medicare program. 
In an email to providers and in a new “MLN Matters” article, CMS states that between Aug. 10, 2011, and 
March 2013, Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) will send revalidation notices directly to 
individual providers/suppliers. A provider cannot begin the revalidation process before hearing from a 
MAC. Upon receiving the revalidation request from a MAC, providers will have 60 days from the date of 
the letter to submit complete enrollment forms. According to CMS, failure to submit the enrollment form 
as requested may result in deactivation of Medicare billing privileges. The AMA has significant concerns 
with this revalidation effort in light of the problems physicians had with past enrollment and revalidation 
efforts. The AMA is making this a priority and urging CMS to reconsider this action.

CMMI hosts ACO accelerated development learning sessions
CMMI is holding a series of Accelerated Development Learning Sessions (ADLS) for teams of two to four 
health care leaders who have formed, or are interested forming, accountable care organizations (ACOs). 
Archived webcasts from the first learning session can be accessed on the ADLS agenda page (scroll 
down until you see the agenda from the June 20–22 ADLS). Registration is now open for the second 
ADLS, which will be in San Francisco on Sept. 15–16. The remaining two ADLS programs will be held in 
Philadelphia in October, and Atlanta in November. Learn more about the ADLS program. 

Medicare Part D open enrollment period starts sooner
As required by the Affordable Care Act, beginning this year the Annual Election Period for the Medicare 
Part D prescription drug benefit will occur from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7. Patients who need to change 
Part D plans in order to lower their drug costs or access a different formulary must enroll in their new 
plan by Dec. 7.

New resource helps practices find the silver lining in cloud computing
Could your members be saving time and money by adopting ASP or cloud computing software? The 
AMA has developed a new educational resource, “Is an application service provider software or cloud 
computing service right for your practice,” to shed some light on the advantages, challenges and 
requirements of using online software applications. This resource discusses various operation models, 
as well as how physicians and practice staff may determine if one of the models fits their needs and 
capabilities. It also provides a handy checklist of questions to consider. 

After researching and selecting a suitable delivery model, practices may consult the complementary 
toolkit “Selecting a practice management system,” developed by the AMA and the Medical Group 
Management Association (MGMA). That resource is designed to help a practice identify specific software 
which offers the best value for its situation. Visit www.ama-assn.org/go/pmc to access both resources.

http://www.ama-assn.org/go/privatecontracting
http://www.cms.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/SE1126.pdf
https://acoregister.rti.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_agenda
https://acoregister.rti.org/
https://acoregister.rti.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=dsp_faq
http://www.ama-assn.org/resources/doc/psa/software-as-service.pdf
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/pmsoftware
http://www.ama-assn.org/go/pmc
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